Def. Doc. #2263 Exhe Nos 


Translated by 
Defense Language Branch 


INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST 


THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, et al 


-VS- 


ARAKI, Sadao; et al 


Sworn Deposition 


Deponent :-HOSOKAWA, Morisada 


Having first duly sworn an oath as on attached sheet and in accordance 


with the procedure followed in my country I hereby depose as follows. 


I, HOSOKAA, Morisada, make oath and say as follows ;: 

I. I an 36 years old and in April, 1936 I married KONOYE, Yoshiko, 
daughter of Princess KONOYE, Fumimaro, and as his son-in-law I naturally 
had many private conversations with Prince KONOYE. 

Vy public or official relations with Prince KONOYE and Marquis KIDO 
startcd on July 23, 1940 when I assumed the post of Secretary to the Prime 
Minister of the second KONOYE Cabinet and continued until October 16, 

1941 when I resigned as Secretary to the Prime Minister of the third 
KONOYE Cabinets This was tho first stage of my ,ublic or official r_lstions 
relations with Prince KONOYE and Varquis KIDO. Later, during the war, 


I acted as private secretary to Frince KONOYE in addition to other duties, 
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Simulatenous with the formation of the HIGASHIKUNI Cabinet, which came 
into existence following Japan's surrender on August 16, 1945 I assumed 
the post of Secretary to Prince KONOYE who was Minister of State without 
portfolic in the Cabinet, end resigned from the post when the HIGASHIKUNI 
Cabinet resigned ensblcce 

Wy private association with Prince KONOYE, Marquis KIDO and Baron 
HARADA hed its ircsption in my father Verquis HOSOKAWA Moritatsu's friend- 
Ship with then, so that I had frequent opportunities to meet them from 
my chilcaocd. But after the Way i5th incident in 1932 I began to take 
an interest in pudlic affairs and listened to Prince KONOYE, Marquis 
KIDO anc. Baron HéRADA Aiscussing them. In those hectic days, the Army 
began to “yrriaize crar the coimtry, showing the cloven foot inspite of 


itself, 2 recai. that Prince KONOYE, Marquis KIDO and Baron HARADA many 


& time gave veut to their in'ig:ation over the Army's high-handednesse 


I heard them diuuss ways and means of how to restrain the tyrennical Army, 
which they dJencsurced ir sesthing terns for its attempts at provoking 

& war so as to carry out a Gomstic reform, At that time, Prince KONOYE 
Was Prosiient of the House of Pesrs, Marquis KIDO Chief Secretary to the 
Lord Keeper cf the Privy sal ard Baron HARADA Private Secretary to Prince 
SAIONJI, the Gonro or Elter Statesman, I was able to obtain full infor- 
mation from Yrinee FONOYE oa the cminous sitvation, especially since he 
had juot declined the coffer of tho Fromiership immediately after the oute 
breek of the Wekruary 2o¢h incident, in 1936. Prince KONOYE, Marquis 


KIDO and Baron HARADA were really worried about the Army which was their 


“2. 
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daily topic of conversation, I remember having heard them often 
"Tf the &rmy is left as it is, it will cortainly start ware 
Japan will be ruined by her Army." 
I also recail that they expressed the pathotic hope: 
“9 cish that the Army were made into an orderly organization by 

somebcdy. «co hope somebody will be able to do it.® 

36 The China Affair or hostilities bet.ecn Japan and China started 33 
days after the formation of the ist MONOYS Cabinet on Juno 4th, 19397 
Prince KONOYE tcld me that he did not have the slightest knowledge of any 
army plan to commence the "China affaires I know that he spared no é6fforts 
to bring the affair to 4 close as early 46s possible, as shown by his memoirs. 
as he later often stated reminiscenily, tho China Affair could be reduced 
to a domestic issus, or a question for the army, so that if only the Jrmy 
regained order and unity, the entire question would find its own solution. 
Considered in this light, Prince KONOYE often discussed how he could purge 
the army at home and later how he could bring the negotiations with America 
to an amicable conc? isicne 

Details about his intentions und policies will be found in his memoirs, 

"Shina fihonni Tsuite" (On the China Affair) end "Nichibeikosho no Keika* 
(Progress of the Japanese~-imorican Negotiation) and his will 

he Immediately before the resignation of his third Cabinet en bloc, which 
occurred Cctover 16. b Prinze IDNOYE who was deeply concerned over the 
situation, then prevailing, deplored in an indignant, but yet staid tone 


and = heard him say: 
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"The Navy is opposed to war with jmerica. It is indeed cowardly 
of the Navy not to avow its oppositions" 

Se This is a story I neard from Prince KONOYZ upon the concurrent 
assumption of the Portfolio of War by General TVJO. When Prince KONOYE 
had a chat with Cenoral TOJO after the adjournment, possibly of a con- 
ference of senior statesman, which followed the formation of the TOJO 
Cabinet, %! 

"Even though I consurrentiy hold the portfolio of War as I am 

a Genersl in active service, I can not get my own waye Now I 
fully understand whi ‘rouble you had in your efforts as you were 
a Givilian Prime Min: 

6. Prince “ONCYS told me he was very apprehhensive about what course 
the irmy would take when he aasimed the Premiership for the third time 
on July 17, 194i. Nebodcy covld +311 what untoward incidents would crop 
up, if the Jawy was left as it was because tne Army was like a wild 
horse, which broke loose, HEubvacing Pacifist ideas and advocating 
cooperation with america as he cii, he told me it was his intention 
to harness and control the Amy in efforts to make it follow a peacece 
ful course. Taking werr:: hs failure the first KONOYE Cabinet, 
he attempted to concentrate new political power to oppose the Army 
when he formed the sacornd KONOUY Ceopinet Wais ls why the Taisei 
Yokusan Mei (Tinvecial Rohs anuistanue Asvoctation) was formed. 


Contrary to his inventions howeve:, the Imperial huis Assistance Asso- 


ciation turned out to be entirely different from what had been 


oh 
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envisioned by Prince KONOYE, duo to the Army's control of it, agitation 


for Nezification aud oprositicn from Acmiral eL)asuGu and part of the 
Home Winistry dureaveratec, 
s efforts for terminating the 
ting the war have been indeed 
Prince KONOY® often paid this compliment to 
he Prince was chosen as special envoy 
to the Soviet Union {though he did not go to the Soviet Union) to Japan's 
surrender. 
On this 7 


Ast Le Me Te Ff, 


DEFONENT /S/ HOSOKAVA, Morisada (seel) 


I, HOZUYI, Shigetaka, hereby certify that the above statement 
was sworn by the Deponent, who affixed his signature end seal thereto 
in the presence of this witnocs. 


On the same date, at 


Witness:/S/ HOZUWI, Shigetaka (seal) 


é/ 


my? 
alae 
ats 
e 


In accordance with my conscience I swear to tela the whole truth 


withholding nothing and adding notring, 


/8/ HOSOKAWA, Morisada (seal) 
ete 
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